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New construction developments that
received Gulf Opportunity (GO) Zone
Credits from AHFA in 2006, 2007 and
2008 were eligible for a 30 percent
eligible basis increase to o!set added
costs. 

Some developers chose to use these
funds to enhance their developments.
Bene"cial Communities of Sarasota,
Fla., did exactly that with the elderly
complex they were building in Mobile.
Financed in part by $1.6 million in GO
Zone Housing Credits from AHFA,
Cottonwood Senior Apartments is now
home to 120 satis"ed residents, such as
Marsha Boatman.

Newly retired and with immediate
family moving away, Marsha decided to
forego the responsibilities of
homeownership for apartment living
and applied for residency at
Cottonwood during its construction. 

Cottonwood is designed for an
active lifestyle yet set within interior
corridor, air-conditioned buildings
equipped with elevators. With a focus
on interaction among its residents, the
community features large well-
appointed common areas with inviting
settings such as community hearth
rooms with "replaces, libraries and craft
rooms.

“It’s such a nice place,” said Marsha.
“I love it here.  It’s fun to always have
somebody to talk to.”  !
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Despite economic growth in the
area, Eutaw has su!ered from a lack of
suitable and a!ordable housing that
caused a consistent loss of population.
“It has been 33 years since housing
growth has occurred within the City of
Eutaw,” said Eutaw Mayor Raymond
Steele.  “We have lost many citizens to
other communities due to lack of
housing.”

Rosie L. Carpenter Haven, a 33-unit
single-family rental development is
reversing that trend. "e development is
named after a local retired school
teacher and voting rights worker.

Financed in part by $1.3 million in
HOME funds and $466,488 in
Housing Credits administered by
AHFA, Rosie L. Carpenter Haven
o!ers three- and four-bedroom homes
for rent at rates of $350 and $420,
respectively.  With all the homes facing
a single looping street, an air of
community has evolved.

“I really like the atmosphere and the
community,” said resident Jessie
Merritt, who feels safe enough to walk
for exercise through the neighborhood.
“We have good neighbors and it is
relaxing here.”

Each home is equipped with
dishwashers, icemakers, cable and
internet hookups, as well as washer and
dryer connections.  In addition, the
development provides a clubhouse,
playground, computer center, covered
bus stop, gazebo and a picnic area. !
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