AHFA 2017 Draft Low-Income Housing Credit Qualified Allocation and HOME Action Plans
Public Comment Form
Commenting Period October 11, 2016 – November 10, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]All comments regarding the Draft Plans must be submitted using this form.  General Comments may be submitted at the bottom of the form.  Comments which include cut-and paste text (or redlined/re-worded sections) of the proposed Plans will be rejected. AHFA will not respond (or seek to interpret) to suggested change in language without a complete explanation of the suggested language change. Please provide full explanatory and careful comments regarding your proposed changes, keeping in mind that your proposed changes might have an unintended consequence for a different project or location in the state.   All forms should be submitted to ahfa.mf.qap@ahfa.com as an attachment to the email.  Other documentation, e.g., product information or photos, may also be submitted. Upon close of the commenting period, all comments will be posted at www.ahfa.com for review.		
Select Date Submitted
Name: Rory L. McKean 	Organization: McKean & Associates, Architects, LLC	Email: rmckean@mckeanarch.com	Phone: 272-4044
	Plan Section
	Section Reference
	Page #
	Specific Comments

	Housing Credit	Add A - Point Scoring	3
	[bookmark: Text1]A.(i)(a.) If a Developer chooses to have a swimming pool, allow pool to be a 4 point amenity.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	9
	III.5.c.2 Allow fire extinguisher to be located in a Laundry if Laundry is adjacent to Kitchen.  Many times there are no walls in Kitchens that allow placement of the fire extinguisher due to cabinets and being in the way of accessibility and Fair Housing clearances.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	9
	III.5.c.4 For clarification allow Pantry to be part of Laundry Room if Laundry Room is adjacent to Kitchen.  This allows for better layout for cabinets and appliances to keep Kitchen area from getting too large.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	17
	V.2.b.11 Reword first sentence to read "Mailboxes, Playground and all exterior project amenities must be on an accessible route as defined by the applicable accessibility standard.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	17
	V.3.b.2 Allow fire extinguisher to be located in a Laundry if Laundry is adjacent to Kitchen.  Many times there are no walls in Kitchens that allow placement of the fire extinguisher due to cabinets and being in the way of accessibility and Fair Housing clearances.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	17
	V.3.b.4 For clarification allow pantry to be part of Laundry Room if Laundry Room is adjacent to Kitchen.  This allows for better layout for cabinets and appliances to keep Kitchen area from getting too large.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	18
	V.4.C Delete the requirement for existing Mechanical Closets to be insulated.  To do this requires a lot of costly demolition and gypsum board replacement.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	8
	III.5.c.4 Request adding that pre-manufactured millwork pantry cabinets that are 1'x2'-6" minimum size with 5 shelves are an acceptable equivalent.  This is equivalent to the QAP requirement of 1'-6"x1'-6"..

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	8
	III.5.c.5 Request adding 4' LED fixture along with the 4' fluorescent light fixture.

	Housing Credit	Add C - DQS	10
	III.6.d Request removing the requirements for insulated walls at Mechanical Closets.  Since these are inside the units, the insulation provides no thermal advantage.  Since louvered doors or return air grills are required, the effectiveness in reducing sound transmission is significantly diminished.

	Housing Credit	Add A - Point Scoring	3
	A.Clubhouse/Community Building Request change in washer/dryer ratio from 1 per 15 units to 1 per 25 units since units are designed with washer and dryer hookups, demand for access to common laundry equipment is not as high and appears to be adequately satisfied with a higher ratio in developments in other states. (As a compromise, change to 1 per 20.)

	General Comment	Section	     
	All the comments noted above for Housing Credits, except those comments that deal with Paragraph V. For Attached Rehablilitation Of An Existing Building, would also be applicable for HOME projects.
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